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CURRENT POSITION
Professor of Diplomacy and International Relations, Seton Hall University

CONCURRENTLY:
Associate, Harvard Ukrainian Research Institute, Harvard University
Associate, Davis Center for Russian and Eurasian Studies, Harvard University


ACADEMIC DEGREES
Princeton University
Ph.D. in Political Science, January 1996.
PhD Dissertation: Soviet Latin American Studies from the Cuban Revolution to New Thinking,  1961-1991
M.A. in Political Science, 1987. Johns Hopkins University
B.A. in International Relations, January 1983.
POST-DOCTORAL TRAINING
Harvard University, Ukrainian Research Institute, 1996-1997.

RESEARCH FOCUS: International Political Economy, Resource Politics, Political Economy of the post-Soviet region; Decarbonization of (formerly) centrally-planned economies

ADDITIONAL TRAINING
Nitrogen Management, Nitrogen Fertilizers and Sustainable Fertilizers training and certificates (non-degree)
From the Sustainable Fertilizer Academy, International Fertilizer Association
Expert Certification, Sustainable Fertilizers. Completed January 2025. Leader Certification, Product Stewardship. Completed January 2025. Leader Certification, Nutrient Stewardship. Completed January 2025. From other institutions:
“Nitrogen Smart: Fundamentals,” University of Minnesota. Completed October 2023. “Ammonia Awareness Training,” Fertilizer Academy. Completed September 2023. “Climate-Smart Fertilizers in 4R Nutrient Stewardship.” American Society of Agronomy. Completed May 2023.
“Introduction to Urea Process Technologies.” Fertilizer Academy. In progress September 2025. Nitrogen Management Certificate, University of Edinburgh. In progress September 2025.
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LANGUAGES

Spanish: 	Native. (Active professional use).

German:	Fluent. (Intensive courses at Goethe Institut in Minsk, Boston, Frankfurt
Zertifikat Deutsch, Zentrale Mittelstufenprüfung, 
Prüfung Wirtschaftsdeutsch International [PWD])

Ukrainian	Fluent. (Training at Harvard; individual tutoring on Ukrainian for energy and mining)

Russian: 	Fluent. (Training at UC Berkeley, Johns Hopkings, Norwich, Indiana, Princeton
Russian Certificate, Indiana University)

Hungarian	Fluent reading and understanding, good speaking and writing ability. 
		(Intensive courses at Debreceni Nyari Egyetem, Hungary
European Consortium for Modern Languages Certificate, Level "C")

Belarusian 	Fluent reading and understanding.
	(Individual training using radio audio files and transcripts, with a focus on reading and listening comprehension)

EMPLOYMENT HISTORY
Professor, (Full Professor with tenure), School of Diplomacy and International Relations, Seton Hall University, Sept. 2010-
Associate Professor with tenure (1999-2003 Assistant Professor), School of Diplomacy and International Relations, Seton Hall University, 2003-2010
Assistant Professor 1995-1999 (Instructor, 1993-1995); Department of Political Science and Public Administration, The University of Toledo
Instructor/Consortium Fellow, Department of Political Science, Vassar College, 1991-1993 Lecturer, Princeton University, 1990-1991

PUBLICATIONS (Selected)

Books and Monographs
[bookmark: _Hlk40552096][bookmark: _Hlk40552056]Under Contract and Forthcoming
Balmaceda, M. M. The Last Frontier of Decarbonization: Hidden Industrial Carbon between Geopolitics and Climate Change (Columbia University Press)

Published
Balmaceda, M. M Russian Energy Chains: The Remaking of Technopolitics from Siberia to Ukraine to the European Union (New York: Columbia University Press, 2021; paperback edition 2021)

Balmaceda, M. M Living the High Life in Minsk: Russian Energy Rents, Domestic Populism and Belarus’ Impending Crisis (Budapest and New York: Central European University Press, 2014; paperback edition 2024)
Balmaceda, M. M. The Politics of Energy Dependency: Ukraine, Belarus and Lithuania Between Domestic Oligarchs and Russian Pressure (Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 2013, paperback edition 2015). 
Balmaceda, M. M. Energy Dependency, Politics and Corruption in the Former Soviet Union: Russia’s Power, Oligarch’s Profits and Ukraine’s Missing Energy Policy, 1995-2006 (London and New York: Routledge, 2008; paperback edition 2012.
Balmaceda, M. M. Co-editor (with Agathe Gebert, Manfred Sapper & Volker Weichselt), Europa Unter Spannung: Energiepolitik Zwischen Ost und West (Energy Politics Between East and West) (Berlin: Berliner Wissenschafts-Verlag, 2004) (382 p.) Also published as special issue of Osteuropa (Berlin), Vol. 54 No. 9-10 (2004). 

Co-Editor, (with James Clem and Lisbeth Tarlow), Independent Belarus: Domestic Determinants, Regional Dynamics and Implications for the West (Cambridge: HURI/Davis Center for Russian Studies: distributed by Harvard U. Press, 2002) 
Includes the following chapters by Margarita M. Balmaceda:
"Belarus as a Transit Route: Domestic and Foreign Policy Implications," in M. Balmaceda, J. Clem and L. Tarlow (eds.) Independent Belarus…, pp. 162-196

(with J. Clem and L. Tarlow) “Introduction” in M. Balmaceda, J. Clem and L. Tarlow (eds.) Independent Belarus…, pp. 3-20


Balmaceda, M. M (Editor). On the Edge: The Ukrainian-Central European-Russian Security Triangle (Budapest: Central European University Press, 2000) 
	Includes the following chapters by Margarita M. Balmaceda:

"Ukraine, Central Europe and Russia in A New International Environment," in M. Balmaceda (Ed.), On the Edge,  pp. 1-34

"Economic Relations and the Ukrainian-Central European-Russian Triangle," in M. Balmaceda (Ed.), On the Edge,  pp. 165-218

'The Ukrainian-Central European Borderland After Nato Expansion: Wall, Fortress, Or Open Door?," in M. Balmaceda (Ed.), On the Edge, pp. 231-260


Articles (selected recent 2024-)

Accepted and Forthcoming
Balmaceda, M. China as a Coal-based Fertilizers Superpower: Domestic Drivers and Global Climate Impacts. Asian Perspective (forthcoming 2025)

Published:

Balmaceda, M., Ukraine’s Reconstruction will Raise Key Energy and Natural Resource Challenges and Choices. 
The Fletcher Forum of World Affairs vol. 49, no. 1 (Winter 2025)

Quitzow, R, M. Balmaceda and A. Goldthau. The nexus of geopolitics, decarbonization, and food security gives rise to distinct challenges across fertilizer supply chains. One Earth, 8(1). (2025)

Quitzow, R., Goldhau, A., & Balmaceda, M. How geopolitics and decarbonization are disrupting fertilizer supply chains. Fertilizer Focus, 42(6), 24-28. (2025)

Balmaceda, M., P. Högselius, C. Johnson, H. Pleines, D. Rogers & V-P Tynkkynen. Rethinking energy materialities in the shadow of Russia's war on Ukraine. Energy Research & Social Science, 117, 103678 (2024)

Balmaceda, M. and K. Westphal. Cross‐Regional production chains, competitive regionalism, and the deepening of regulatory fault lines in Euro‐Asia. Review of Policy Research, 41(2), 369-381. (2024)
[bookmark: _Hlk40553020]
[bookmark: _Hlk81394397]Peer-reviewed Handbook Chapters (selected recent 2022-)
Balmaceda. M. “Oil and the materialities of other energy sources,” in Roland Dannreuther and Wojciech Ostrowksi (eds.), Handbook on Oil and International Relations (Cheltenham, UK and Northampton, MA: Edward Elgar, 2022), pp. 33-49.

Book Chapters (selected recent 2024-)
Balmaceda. M. Las sanciones están creando divisiones entre los rusos. In O. Pankieiev & O. Kushnir (Eds.), Ecos de Guerra: Perspectivas académicas sobre la invasión rusa a Ucrania. (2025)

Balmaceda. M. Sanctions are indirectly sowing divisions among Russians. The Narratives of Russo-Ukrainian War: A Look Within and Without (ed.. Oleksandr Pankieiev. New York, NY: Ibidem (distributed by Columbia U. Press, 2024)



HONORS, PRIZES AND FELLOWSHIPS
Honors and prizes
Book Russian Energy Chains: the Remaking of Technopolitics from Siberia to Ukraine to the European Union awarded the Marshall D. Shulman Book Prize for an outstanding monograph dealing with the international relations of the former Soviet Union (2022)

Book Russian Energy Chains: the Remaking of Technopolitics from Siberia to Ukraine to the European Union awarded the Ed A. Hewett Book Prize for an outstanding monograph on the political economy of Russia, Eurasia and/or Eastern Europe (2022)

Elected Full Member, Taras Schevchenko Scientific Society of the USA. (November 2016)
Book Living the High Life in Minsk awarded prize of Best Foreign Book on Belarus published in 2013 and 2014, International Congress of Belarusian Studies, Kaunas (October 2015).

University-wide Researcher of the Year, Seton Hall University. (2014-2015)

Book The Politics of Energy Dependency: Ukraine, Belarus and Lithuania Between Domestic Oligarchs and Russian Pressure awarded as “Outstanding Academic Title” by Choice. (2014)

Book On the Edge: The Ukrainian-Central European-Russian Security Triangle chosen by American Council of Learned Societies (ACLS) for sponsored e-book collection as a book of “high quality and lasting merit.” (2001)

Fellowships and grants (selected)

“The Last Frontier of Decarbonization: Hidden Industrial Fossil Fuels Between Geopolitics and Climate Change,” International Competition Fellowship, Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars, $90,000.00. (December 2024 - August 2025).

“The Last Frontier of Decarbonization: Hidden Industrial Carbon between Geopolitics and Climate Change, “ Sponsored by Research Institute for Sustainability (RIFS), German GeoSciences Center/ Helmholtz-Gesellschaft, $64,000.00. (June 2024 – November 2024 and September 2025-January 2026).


Honors and prizes
Book Russian Energy Chains: the Remaking of Technopolitics from Siberia to Ukraine to the European Union awarded the Marshall D. Shulman Book Prize for an outstanding monograph dealing with the international relations of the former Soviet Union (2022)

Book Russian Energy Chains: the Remaking of Technopolitics from Siberia to Ukraine to the European Union awarded the Ed A. Hewett Book Prize for an outstanding monograph on the political economy of Russia, Eurasia and/or Eastern Europe (2022)

Elected Full Member, Taras Schevchenko Scientific Society of the USA. (November 2016)
Book Living the High Life in Minsk awarded prize of Best Foreign Book on Belarus published in 2013 and 2014, International Congress of Belarusian Studies, Kaunas (October 2015).

University-wide Researcher of the Year, Seton Hall University. (2014-2015)

Book The Politics of Energy Dependency: Ukraine, Belarus and Lithuania Between Domestic Oligarchs and Russian Pressure awarded as “Outstanding Academic Title” by Choice. (2014)

Book On the Edge: The Ukrainian-Central European-Russian Security Triangle chosen by American Council of Learned Societies (ACLS) for sponsored e-book collection as a book of “high quality and lasting merit.” (2001)

Fellowships and grants (selected)

“The Last Frontier of Decarbonization: Hidden Industrial Fossil Fuels Between Geopolitics and Climate Change,” International Competition Fellowship, Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars, $90,000.00. (December 2024 - August 2025).

“The Last Frontier of Decarbonization: Hidden Industrial Carbon between Geopolitics and Climate Change, “ Sponsored by Research Institute for Sustainability (RIFS), German GeoSciences Center/ Helmholtz-Gesellschaft, $64,000.00. (June 2024 – November 2024 and September 2025-January 2026).

“A Tale of Three Furnaces: Three Steelmaking Technologies and Ukraine’s Political Development,” Sponsored by Fulbright Scholar Program, Federal, $40,690.00. (October 1, 2022 - July 31, 2023).

[bookmark: Hanse_Wissenschaftskolleg_(HWK),_stay_co]Hanse Wissenschaftskolleg (HWK), stay co-funded with the Alexander von Humboldt Foundation, Renewed Research Stay, for a project on “Coal, Steel, and Conflict in the former USSR: Technology, Bordering, and Climate Change.” (May-August 2022).

[bookmark: Petro_Jacyk_Distinguished_Fellowship_in_]Petro Jacyk Distinguished Fellowship in Ukrainian Studies, Harvard Ukrainian Research Institute, Harvard University, for a project on “Mariupol between Oligarchs, Russian Aggression and Global Metallurgical Markets.” (Spring 2021)

Hanse Wissenschaftskolleg (HWK) Fellowship, (co-funded with EURIAS) for a project on “Chains of Value, Chains of Power: Russian Energy, Value Chains and the Remaking of Social Relations from Vladivostok to Brussels.” (2016-2017)

[bookmark: Woodrow_Wilson_International_Center_for_]Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars, International Competition Fellowship, for a project on “Chains of Value, Chains of Power: Russian Energy, Value Chains and the Remaking of Social Relations from Vladivostok to Brussels.” (2015-2016)

[bookmark: Marie_Curie_Fellowship,_European_Commiss]Marie Curie Fellowship, European Commission, for a project on “Getting Energy from Russia to Europe: Domestic political conditions in the energy-poor transit states of the former USSR and risks to energy transit.” (In partnership with the University of Helsinki.) (2010-2011)
International Research and Exchanges Board, Individual Advanced Research Opportunities Grant for research in Ukraine, Spring-Summer 2004

International Research and Exchanges Board, Individual Advanced Research Opportunities Grant for Research in Russia (September-December 2000)

International Research and Exchanges Board (IREX), Individual Advanced Research Opportunities Grant for Research in Hungary (January-June 2000)

The J. William Fulbright Fellowship (Visiting Lectureship in International Security, Belarusian State University, Minsk, Belarus) Renewal Grant (Spring 1999).

The J. William Fulbright Fellowship, (Visiting Lectureship in International Security, Belarusian State University, Minsk, Belarus) (Fall 1997-1998).


FIELD WORK IN EASTERN EUROPE AND FORMER USSR (selected)
Affiliated visitor, National Academy of Public Administration, Kyiv, Ukraine (September-October 2016)
Visiting Researcher, Institute of Comparative Studies of International Development at the Higher School of Economics, Moscow, Russia (June 2016)
Visiting Researcher, Institute for Development and Social Initiatives (IDIS), Chisinau, Moldova(March 2011)

Visiting Researcher, Institute of Political Science and International Relations, University of Vilnius, Lithuania (February-April 2007)

Visiting Researcher, Ukrainian Center for Economic and Political Research (Razumkov Center), Kyiv (March-June 2003 and February-August 2004)

Visiting Researcher, Carnegie Endowment for International Peace Moscow Center, (September- December 2000)

Visiting Researcher, Central European University, Budapest (January-June 2000)

Fulbright Lecturer, Faculty of International Relations, Belarusian State University, Belarus, (Spring 1999)

Fulbright Lecturer, Faculty of International Relations, Belarusian State University (Fall 1997)

Visiting Fellow, Institute of World Economy and International Relations, USSR Academy of Sciences (Moscow) (AY 1988-1989)


RECENT PRESENTATIONS:
Balmaceda, M., Works-in-Progress Series, “The Last Frontier of Decarbonization: Hidden Industrial Fossil Fuels Between Geopolitics and Climate Change,” Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars, Washington, DC. (March 11, 2025).
Balmaceda, M., Workshop on Post-Soviet Politics and Economics, “Nitrogen populism, Hidden Energy Chains, and Russia's Global Reach” Davis Center for Russian and Eurasian Studies, Harvard University, Cambridge, MA, (December 6, 2024).

Balmaceda, M. “Nitrogen Populism, Hidden Energy Chains, and Russia's Global Reach,” panel “Nature and Politics,” (organizer: Delgerjargal Uvsh) 56th ASEEES Annual Convention, Boston (November 21-24, 2024)

Balmaceda, M., Queer Ecology Reading Group, Research Institute for Sustainability, German GeoSciences Center/ Helmholtz-Gesellschaft, Potsdam, “Nitrogen Populism.” (November 20, 2024).

Balmaceda, M., Tuesday Talk, “From Energy Materiality to Industrial Decarbonization: Chasing Energy-Political Connections in the Post-Soviet World (and Beyond),” Research Institute for Sustainability, Potsdam, Germany. (October 29, 2024).
Balmaceda, M. “European Responses to Sanctions,” Conference on Global Repercussions of Russia-West Economic Warfare, Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy, Tufts University, Medford, MA. (September 26-27, 2024)

Balmaceda, M. Queer Ecology Reading Group, Research Institute for Sustainability, German GeoSciences Center, Potsdam, “Red Energy, Queer Energy: a Personal and Political History
(discussion of future book project).” (September 11, 2024)

Balmaceda, M., Annual Meeting, "Steel, Industrial Carbon, and Geopolitics," Panel on "The International Political Economy of Industrial Decarbonization"," European Consortium of Political Research (ECPR), Dublin. (August 14, 2024).

Balmaceda, M., Workshop on Post-Soviet Politics and Economics, “Steel, Industrial Carbon And Geopolitics (draft of chapter 4 of book-in-progress on The Last Frontier of Decarbonization: Hidden Industrial Carbon between Geopolitics and Climate Change),” Davis Center for Russian and Eurasian Studies, Harvard University, Cambridge, MA, (April 19, 2024).

Balmaceda, M., Workshop on the Geopolitics of Cross-border Electricity Grids, “Studying Wider Europe’s Electricity Geopolitics: What Can a Decarbonization Gaze add to the Research Agenda?,” Department of Energy and Mineral Engineering, Penn State University, State College, PA (April 15, 2024).

Balmaceda, M., Ukrainian Fulbright Circle, “What Chinese Fertilizers Tell Us About Ukraine,” Fulbright Program, Online, Kyiv, Ukraine. (March 27, 2024).

Balmaceda, M., Ukraine: Energy in the Spotlight Series, “Ukrainian Energy Trends: Two Years After the All-out Russian Invasion,” Center for Energy Ethics, University of St Andrews, Fife, United Kingdom. (March 21, 2024).

Balmaceda, M., Workshop on the Geopolitics of Fertilizers, “The Geopolitics of Fertilizer Supply Chains: Implications of the War In Ukraine,” Research Institute for Sustainability (RIFS), German GeoSciences Center, Helmholtz-Gesellschaft. (October 4, 2023).

PROFESSIONAL ACTIVITIES/ACADEMIC LEADERSHIP (selected)
Member of PhD/Habilitation Committees/Expert Reviewer for Promotions

Official external reviewer for Habilitation degree for Dr. Martin Jirušek, Faculty of Social Studies, Masaryk University, Czech Republic. (2025)

PhD Dissertation Committee Member, “Gas wars between Russia and Ukraine (2006, 2009): A two-level approach." University of Leiden, The Netherlands. Advisee: Ilia Barboutev. (2024)

PhD Dissertation Committee Member, “Rent-seeking processes and the impact of political and economic shocks: a comparative study of companies in Belarus, Russia, and Ukraine,” BIGSSS, (Bremen International Graduate School of Social Sciences), University of Bremen, Bremen.
Advisee: Michael Richter. (2022-2023).
Official External reviewer for PhD degree: Gian Marco Moisé, PhD Dissertation on “The taxonomisation of informal practices in the oil industry: the case of Kazakhstan since independence,” PhD thesis, Dublin City University, Ireland. Dublin City University. (2022)
Official external reviewer for Habilitation degree for Dr. Elena Denisova-Schmidt, School of Humanities and Social Sciences, Universität St.Gallen (Switzerland). (2021)

Official external evaluator for professorial-level promotions: Bremen University, University of
Birmingham, Hebrew University of Jerusalem, University of California-Riverside, University College London, University of Zurich, Leipzig University.

International Academic Advisory Board membership
Chair, Academic Advisory Board, Research Centre for East European Studies at the University of Bremen (Germany) (2021- )

Member, Foundation Board, Foundation Board, Research Centre for East European Studies at the University of Bremen, Bremen. (2021 - ).

Member, Academic Advisory Board, Research Centre for East European Studies at the University of Bremen (Germany) (2018- )

Member, Scientific Advisory Board, Zentrum für Osteuropa- und internationale Studien (ZOiS)/Centre for East European and International Studies, Berlin. (2017-2025).

Member, Advisory Board, EU/Horizon 2020 project on "The EU and the Eastern Partnership countries – An Inside-Out Assessment and Strategic Assessment" EU-STRAT, PIs Profs. Tanja Börzel and Thomas Risse (Free University of Berlin, 2016-2019).

Member, Advisory Board, DiscussData Project: Open Platform for the Interactive Discussion of Research Data Quality, funded by DGF (German Research Foundation) (2016-2019)

Mentorship of Junior Scholars: EU Initial Training Networks and other

Alexander von Humboldt Foundation (AvH), Humboldt Network Liason (volunteer representative and advisor for potential applicants), Cambridge/Boston, Massachusetts. (2008-)

Mentor, Carnegie Scholar Publication Program, National Council for Eurasian and East European Research. (2016-2017)

Commentator and Mentor, Winter School for Early-Stage Researchers of the Initial Training Network “Caspian“ (funded by an MSCA/Horizon 2020 grant from the European Union), University of Bremen, Germany. (December 2-5, 2015)

Co-convener, Workshop on Post-Soviet Politics and Economics, Harvard Ukrainian Research Institute/Davis Center for Russian Studies, Harvard University (with Oxana Shevel and Nadia Kravets) (Fall 2015)
.
Commentator, panelist, and mentor, doctoral/post-doctoral Summer School series “Changing Europe” organized by Prof. Heiko Pleines, University of Bremen (and -2010, Prof. Hans-Henning Schroeder) in Berlin (2005), Bremen (2008), Kyiv (2009), Prague (2010), Moscow (2011) and Almati (2013, focusing on energy issues).

OTHER ACADEMIC ORGANIZATIONAL WORK (Selected)

Committee Member, Book Prize Committee, American Association of Ukrainian Studies. (November 2024 - Present)
Member, European Energy Working Group, Center for European Policy Analysis (CEPA)
Chair, Omeljan Pritsak Book Prize in Ukrainian Studies, Association for Slavic, East European and Eurasian Studies (2022-2024)

Coordinator (“Sprecher”), Study Group on “Energy Materiality: Infrastructure, Spatiality and Power, Hanse Wissentschatslkolleg (HWK), Germany. Core members of the group included geographers, political scientists, sociologists of infrastructure, and environmental scientists from the US, Germany, Sweden, and Finland. The group mets twice-yearly and actes as core of broader activities including conferences and a publications program (2018-2023).

Organizer and Facilitator, Community Conversations on Eurasian Natural Resource Politics, Davis Center for Russian and Eurasian Studies, Harvard University. (Fall 2019).

Organizer, international workshop on “The Political Economy of Post-Soviet Energy,” Hanse Wissenschaftskolleg (HKW), Delmenhorst, Germany (June 2017).

International Review Committees and Assessment
Member, DFG (German Research Foundation) Advisory Group on Forschugsgruppe Full Application, Forschungsgruppe “Energien der Vernetzung.” (2025)

Member of Selection Committees/Expert Reviewer for Grants and Fellowships
North America
American Councils for International Education, Fulbright Scholar Program, National Science Foundation (NSF), Canadian Social Science & Humanities Council, International Research and Exchanges Board, National Security Education Program (NSEP), Schevchenko Scientific Society
Western Europe and Horizon Europe Associated States
Swiss National Science Foundation (SNSF), Irish Research Council for Humanities and Social Sciences (IRCHSS), Volkswagen Foundation (Germany), Alexander von Humboldt Foundation (Germany), Norwegian Research Council, European Consortium of Institutes of Advanced Studies, French Institutes for Advanced Study, Research Institute for Sustainability/Helmholtz- Gesellschaft, Germany) Israel Science Foundation

Peer Reviewer for Journals and Academic Publishers

Manuscript Referee/Commentator, Journals: International Studies Quarterly, Review of International Political Economy, Europe-Asia Studies, Journal of Contemporary European Research, Problems of Post-Communism, Democratizatsia, Geopolitics, The Carl Beck Papers in Russian and Eastern European Studies, Slavic Review, Europe-Asia Studies, Journal of Baltic tudies, Studies in Comparative International Development, Millennium, Energy Policy, World Development, Regions and Cohesion

Manuscript Referee/Commentator, Books: Cambridge University Press. Central European University Press, Columbia University Press, Ibidem Verlag, Ashgate, Lynne Rienner, Rowman & Littlefield, Freedom House (Nations in Transit), Palgrave McMillan.
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